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Social relevance of the paper: Over the last decades of transition to free remarket economy Ukraine, among other post-socialist societies, has been facing multiple transformations in all areas of life. By and large they stemmed from the socio-economic and demographic hardships of the transitional period. Naturally, a family as a major social institution was among the first to face these developments and to react to them accordingly. Although both urban and rural families were affected by the turmoil of the transitional period, the impact on latter was more dramatic, which deepened the existing disproportion between the level and conditions of life in the city and in the country-side. In order for these distortions and imbalances to be efficiently addressed by the state and reflected on the level of governance, they had to be studied and conceptualized first of all. To this end, a number of policy actions were undertaken by the government. One of them was to declare the 2006 as “The year of Ukrainian village”, in the framework of which an all-nation sociologic survey was launched with the goal to make a rigorous study of the situation in modern Ukrainian rural family, to produce a rich account of different aspect of its life based on an efficient resource dataset, and to outline challenging areas, which has to be addressed on the level of public policy. Current paper represents a compendium of this research, made public in 2007. 

Methodology: current paper is grounded on the analysis of secondary sources (state statistics and informational datasets) received from Ministries, state statistic agencies, regional state administrations and major national think-tanks in the course of realization of the project “State Report on the Situation of Families in Ukraine for 2005 “Rural Family: Challenges and Ways of Solution”. The project was realized in 2006 by the order and courtesy to the financial support of the Ministry of Ukraine for Family, Youth and Sports. 

The structure of the paper: the paper will be structured around the following main issues: 1) socio-demographic tendencies in the development of Ukrainian village; 2) poverty in Ukrainian country-side; 3) structure of incomes and expenditures in rural families; 3) consumption patters in peasant families (supply of durable use commodities and dynamics of food consumption); 4) housing conditions in rural areas; 5) un/employment rate among rural residents; 5) conclusions and policy proposals.
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